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The Florida Aquarium 
	Florida Aquarium is situated in the Channel district of Tampa, Florida in the USA. It is the largest aquarium in the country. The aquarium specializes in environmental conservation; it provides a habitat for a wide range of plant and animal species from all parts of the world. As part of its conservation mission, the aquarium actively identifies and preserves various species of endangered aquatic plants and animals. The aquarium looks to educate people of all ages on both the importance and the actual processes of conserving the natural resources of Florida. 
	Part of the things that interested me most at the Florida aquarium was the exhibits section. While there were many exhibits in this section, I was most intrigued by one that showed a model of the journey of a molecule of water from inland freshwater springs in Florida to how it ended up in the Atlantic Ocean at the Gulf of Mexico. Owing to the heat energy from the sun, a water molecule acquired enough energy to emancipate itself from other water molecules and acquire a gaseous state rather than the former liquid state in the process of vaporization. The gaseous water molecules ascend by the simple process of diffusion and due to the differential density of the lower and higher atmospheres. However, the lower temperature of the higher atmosphere causes the water molecules to condense. The process of condensation is accelerated by ice on mountaintops. The lower temperatures decrease the energy in water molecules hence condensation. Condensation forms clouds. Winds move the clouds to various geographical locations. With adequate condensation, the water molecules return to the ground as rain or storms. The rainwater on the ground drains into various rivers which eventually drain into the sea. However, various human activities interfere with this natural process. Various human activities release large amounts of acidic waste gases including SO2, CO2, and several nitrogen oxides (Singh and Agrawal 19). These gases are easily soluble in rainwater. Their dissolution in rainwater forms various weak acids including sulfuric acid, nitric acid, and carbonic acid. While rainwater should have a pH that is close to neutral, the presence of these gases give rainwater an acidic pH; a phenomenon called acid rain. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]	Acidic rainwater eventually finds its way to the sea. The resultant acidic pH of the sea interferes with the aquatic ecology. Among the effects of acid water to the ecology are the destruction of sea plants and direct harm or death of sea animals. The death of plants, which are a source of food for sea animals, worsens the situation of the animals. Among the most endangered sea animals are various species of fish, spiny species, and sea turtles (Action Network para 4). In response to the devastating impact of human activities, the Florida aquarium looks to conserve sea turtles and various spiny species. 
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